
Comedy Cares visits  
continued throughout the year  
including deliveries of street 
performers, smiles and  
chuckles to hospitals and care 
facilities in Edmonton and 
Southern Alberta. (Flyinô Bob 
and Dan the One Man Band 
brought a lot of laughter and 
Flyinô Bob was pleased to 
present an impromptu 
ñPeacock Feather Balancing 
Workshopò to the seniors in 
Okotoks this past Fall. The 
seniors participate in Reading 
and Gym classes with the 
Grade One students from 
Strathcona Tweedsmuir 
School and with H1N1 the 
students were not allowed to 
attend the Comedy Cares 
visit. So the seniors learned a 
skill to bring to the kids the 
next time they are together.) 
Thanks to EPCOR for your 
support of this award-winning 
(and heart-warming) program.  
 
Our fearless leader Shelley 
Switzer, continued to be  
honoured with special  
nominations including the 
Lieutenant Governorôs Award, 
the Rozsa Award for  
Excellence in Arts  
Management, and the Molson 
Award for Excellence in  
Artistic Direction as part of the 
Mayorôs Awards for the Arts. 
In April, Shelley took home 
this coveted award, and in 
November, she was officially 
announced in the Legislature 
by MLA Laurie Blakeman as 
part of the honour of being 
one of the nine finalists from 
the Rozsa Awards. We are so 
proud of you Shelley! 

In January of 2009, StreetFest 
Artistic Producer Shelley 
Switzer and her team were in 
high gear planning the 25th 
Anniversary celebrations. 
Over 50 awe-inspiring artists 
from around the globe were 
being assembled to hit the 
streets of Edmonton July 3 to 
12, 2009.  From the Be  
Arthurs to Dana Smith, Fraser 
Hooper to Galumpha, The 
Queen to Elvis, past faves and 
many new to the festival were 
welcomed with open arms.  
 
Gina Moe officially joined the 
StreetFest team as Assistant 
Producer of the festivalé
bringing years of arts  
experience, lots of fresh ideas 
and abundant energy with her. 
 
Our hard-working Board of 
Directors was busy planning 
fundraising events during the 
25th Anniversary year  
including the successful Poker 
for Jokers and the best ñfun-
raiserò in town, Feast of Fools. 
 
The 2009 festival saw hardy 
audiences despite rainy skies. 
Over 225,000 people came 
out to play and enjoyed an 
international cast of amazing 
street performers. 

 
Over 200 top-notch volunteers 
took up the call of duty to 
make the fest the best it can 
be. We simply canôt thank 
them enough. 
 
A group of generous sponsors 
supported the festivalôs 25th 
edition. With grants, cash  
donations, and gifts-in-kind, 
government agencies, local 
corporations and small  
businesses helped keep 
StreetFest on the streetsé
where we belong. We salute 
you. 

Two great raffles were  
featured at the festival  
including a ñStay and Playò 
package and the oh-so-fun 
Unicycle prize. Thanks to our 
many raffle sponsors and  
congratulations to our lucky 
winners! 
 
A 25th Anniversary DVD and 
commemorative pin were  
created for the celebrations. 
Thanks to Hokum W. Jeebs 
for his great editing work on 
the DVD. (DVDôs make great 
stocking stuffers and are  
available at just $10 each. 
Please call the StreetFest 
office: 780-425-5162.) 
 
The 25th Anniversary festival 
saw the return of Late Night 
Madness after a few years 
absence. Directed by Michael 
Kennard (of ñMump and 
Smootò), the two shows 
brought lotsaô laughs and  
lasting memories to the  
hundreds who saw them. 

The super-popular Troupe du 
Jour performances continued 
this year with the addition of 
special anniversary guests 
including Checkerboard Guy 
and the oh-so-muscular 
Murph.  
 
Our first annual photo contest 
began as part of the 25th  
Anniversary celebrations. 
Many wonderful shots were 
taken ï and memories  
preserved - at our very  
photogenic festival. (See 
back page!) Congrats to our  
winners: Nelson Webb (first 
place), Sarah Caissie 
(second place), and  
Rochelle Dorosh (third 
place). Special thanks to our 
contest sponsor McBain 
Cameraé and to all of our 
participants.   
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STREETFEST 
THANKS YOU 
FOR BEING 

PART OF OUR 
FAMILY IN 2009.  

 
WE WISH YOU 
AND YOURS 

ALL THE BEST 
OF THE  

HOLIDAY  
SEASON. 
MERRY  

CHRISTMAS, 
HAPPY  

CHANUKAH, 
MERRY  

KWANZAAé 
 

AND A VERY 
HAPPY 2010!!  

Itôs hard to  
believe 2009 
is coming to 
a close. As 

we tip our hat 
to a  

memorable 
year for 

StreetFest ï 
(you only 
turn 25 

once!) ï we 
also salute 
some of the 

great  
moments and 
people of the 

year that 
was.  



April:  
Annual General Meeting & 
26

th
 Anniversary Launch 

Party  
StreetFest will officially close 
the books on 2009 and 
launch our 26

th
 Anniversary 

with our first celebration of the 
year. Hosted by the Board of  
Directors, the event also kicks 
off our annual membership 
drive.  
 
May:  
Comedy Cares  
StreetFestôs Comedy Cares 
program makes visits to care 
facilities in Northern Alberta 
and B.C. Special thanks to 
EPCOR for their sponsorship 
once again! 
 
June:  
Volunteer Appreciation & 
Membership Bar -B-Que 
Special thanks to our hosts, 
the StreetFest Board of  
Directors, and our sponsor, 
M&M Meats. 
 
July 9 ï 18: 
See you on the Square as 
the 26

th
 Annual Edmonton  

International Street  
Performers Festival brings 
colour and laughs to  
downtown Edmonton! 

As we leap into 2010 and the 
26

th
 year of the Edmonton  

International Street Performers 
Festival, we are hoping you 
can join us for some of our 
upcoming events. Many of the 
details are to be announced. 
Weôll send notices or post up-
dates on our website. You can 
also call the office for more 
details (780-425-5162) or 
email us at: 
info@edmontonstreetfest.com. 
 
 
Beginning in January:  
Sponsorship & Individual 
Donation Fundraising Drive  
Help support StreetFest by 
making a donation, becoming 
a sponsor, or lending us a 
hand (and your time) as a  
volunteer! 
 
January 15 ï 16: 
Casino Fundraiser  
Come out and support us as a 
casino volunteer! Call Gina at 
780-425-5162. 
 
March:  
Poker for Jokers  
Back for its third year, Poker 
for Jokers is ï hands down! - a 
FUN fundraising event for 
StreetFest. 
  
 

This past year, Shelley traveled to the 
Edinburgh Fringe where she saw Pedro and 
Magic Briané.and won the largest poker pot 
in Street Performer Edinburgh Game 
HISTORY! (Said Shelley, ñMama needed a 
new pair of shoes!ò) Shelley also met a whole 
bunch of new acts; saw some amazing sites 
as part of the Edinburgh Fringe Festival 
(venues, pitches, the Military Tattoo at the 
Castle); and scouted in Kendal at the 
MintFest showcase where she saw Betty 
Braun, Circus Ronaldo and Caraboose Fire 
Garden. Then she was off to the Shrewsbury 
Festival which Bill Ferguson produces. 
Appearing there were Rob Torres, Nick 
Nickolas and Ulla Taylor (along with baby 
Ruby), Pieter Post, Paul Morocco and Ole, 
Pee Wee and Emma (of Stickleback 
Plasticus) and more. Cathy Peace from 
SWANK, Andrew Elliott and Fraser Hooper 
popped in to visit over the weekend too. It 
was like a festival family reunion! 

In other performer news, The Flaming 
Idiots opened on Broadway on  
December 4th at the New Victory  
Theater with a show aptly named 
ñChestnuts Roasting on the Flaming 
Idiots.ò  The show runs to January 
3

rd
.  Checkerboard Guy  

continues to thrill audiences on 
Cruise Ships.  Wendy Vousden and Justin 

Case are on tour in Europe with the  
Ringling Brothers and  Barnum and Bailey Circus,  
having finished a year long tour in the States. 
 
 
This Fall, Shelley attended CONFAB with  
producers and organizers from Circus Montreal,  
Waterloo Arts Festival, Epilepsy Toronto,  
Waterloo Busker Carnival, and Port Credit  
Festival. Hereôs her review of the event: ñThree 
days were spent óCONferring and thinking we are 
FABulousô with huge discussions on topics any-
where from insurance to scheduling, programming 
to vendoring, fire shows to fundraisingélots done 
and lots accomplished!ò The group was well 
hosted in Toronto. Thanks to Mackenzie and  
Epilepsy Toronto! 

GABS & GOSSIP 

Looking to the year aheadé PRIZE-

WINNING PICS  

1st Prize: Photo by Nelson Webb 

2nd Prize: Photo by Sarah Caissie 

3rd Prize: Photo by Rochelle Dorosh 

From the 2009 Photo Contest 

Need an artist for an event? 

Call us at 780-425-5162. 

mailto:info@edmontonstreetfest.com

